Demonstration by mass spectrometry that pseudo-hevein and hevein have ragged C-terminal sequences.
The primary structure of pseudo-hevein, a minor hevein component from the latex of the rubber tree, Hevea brasiliensis, was determined. Six differences with the sequence of the major hevein component were found, one of which is a replacement of tryptophan by tyrosine in the carbohydrate binding region of the molecule. Analysis by ion-spray mass spectrometry showed that pseudo-hevein has a heterogeneous C-terminal extension of several glycine residues and that hevein itself also contains minor components with additional C-terminal amino-acid residues. A seventh difference between the two sequences occurs in these extensions.